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Ferno Customer Relations
For ordering assistance or general information, contact your Ferno 
distributor or Ferno Customer Relations.

Ferno-Washington, Inc., 70 Weil Way 
Wilmington, Ohio 45177-9371, U.S.A.

Information www.ferno.com
Authorized Service ferno.com/service-and-support

U.S., Canada 1.877.733.0911
International Country Code +1.937.382.1451
Fax 1.888.388.1349

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE
To request additional free manuals, contact Ferno Customer 
Relations, your Ferno distributor, or www.ferno.com.

Disclaimer
This manual contains general instructions for the use, operation 
and care of this product. The instructions are not all-inclusive. Safe 
and proper use of this product is solely at the discretion of the user. 
Safety information is included as a service to the user. All other safety 
measures taken by the user should be within and under consideration 
of applicable regulations and local protocol. Training on the proper use 
of this product must be provided before using this product in an actual 
situation.

Retain this manual for future reference. Include it with the product in 
the event of transfer to new users. Additional free copies are available 
upon request from Customer Relations.

Proprietary Notice
The information disclosed in this manual is the property of Ferno-
Washington, Inc., Wilmington, Ohio, USA. Ferno-Washington, Inc. 
reserves all intellectual property rights, proprietary design rights, 
manufacturing rights, reproduction use rights, and sales use rights 
thereto, and to any article disclosed therein except to the extent those 
rights are expressly granted to others or where not applicable to vendor 
proprietary parts.

Limited Warranty Statement
The products sold by Ferno are covered by a limited warranty, which 
is printed on all Ferno invoices. The complete terms and conditions of 
the limited warranty, and the limitations of liability and disclaimers, 
are also available upon request by calling Ferno at 1.800.733.3766 or 
1.937.382.1451.

Adverse Event Notice
In the event of an adverse event or serious incident related to the use 
of this device, the end user/operator must report the incident to Ferno-
Washington, Inc. at 70 Weil Way, Wilmington, Ohio 45177 USA, 1-877-
733-0911, or via email at tscoordinator@ferno.com. If the incident 
occurred in the European Union, report it to Ferno’s Authorized EU 
Representative and the competent authority of the Member State in 
which the end user is established.

Disposal
Prior to disposal, clean and disinfect the product according to the 
Maintenance section of this manual. Recycle or dispose of the product 
following local protocols and regulations. Do not dispose of the product 
in municipal waste.

Serial Number

http://ferno.com/
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1 - SAFETY INFORMATION

1.1 Warning
Warning safety alerts indicate a potentially hazardous situation that, if 
not avoided, could result in injury or death.

1.3 Bloodborne Disease Notice
To reduce the risk of exposure to blood or other potentially infectious 
materials when using the church truck, follow the disinfecting and 
cleaning instructions in this manual.

 WARNING
Untrained helpers can cause injury or be injured. Permit 
only trained operators to operate the church truck. 

Improper use of the church truck can cause injury. Use 
the church truck only for the purpose described in this 
manual.

Improper operation can cause injury. Operate the church 
truck only as described in this manual.

Helpers can cause injury or be injured. Maintain control 
of the church truck and direct all helpers.

Using the Model 87-Cemetery Church Truck/casket 
combination on a slope steeper than 15° can cause the 
church truck to tip, resulting in injury or damage. Use the 
church truck/casket on level surfaces whenever possible, 
and never on a slope steeper than 15°.

An unattended church truck/casket combination can 
move or be moved and cause injury or damage. Remain 
with the church truck/casket and maintain control of it at 
all times.

Improper maintenance can cause injury. Maintain the 
church truck only as described in this manual.

Improper parts and service can cause injury. Use only 
Ferno-approved parts and service on the church truck.

Modifying the church truck can cause injury and damage. 
Use the church truck only for its intended use.

Attaching improper items to the church truck can cause 
injury. Use only Ferno-approved items on the church 
truck.

1.2 Notice
Notices emphasize important, but not hazard-related information. 
Failure to follow Notices could result in product or property damage.

 NOTICE

1.4 Symbol Glossary
Ferno uses, as applicable, the following safety and regulatory symbols.

Symbol Definition

General warning of potential injury

Read the users’ manual

One trained operator required

1000 lb 
454 kg

Load Capacity/Safe Working Load

Do not lubricate

Lubricate

Lock

Unlock

EC REP Authorized Representative European Community

Catalogue Number

Serial Number

Authorized Representative United Kingdom

Consider instructions for use (ISO 7000)

Compliant with United Kingdom standards

Manufacturer

Date of manufacture

Keep away from sunlight

Fragile; handle with care

This way up

Keep dry

Handle with care

Recycle

Do not stack
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2 - OPERATOR FOCUS

2.1 Operator Training
Operator using the church truck:

●	 must read and understand this manual.

●	 must have training on proper use of the church truck.

●	 must have a training on mortuary-service procedures.

●	 must practice with the church truck before using it with a casket 
and body.

●	 must keep training records. For a sample training record sheet, see 
page 18.

 WARNING
Untrained helpers can cause injury or be injured. Permit 
only trained operators to operate the church truck. 

2.2 Daily Operator Duties
It is good practice for operators to check equipment at the start of each 
work shift. To check the church truck  prior to use, follow the procedures 
described in this manual:

●	 Fold and unfold the church truck.

●	 Fold and unfold folding handles, if equipped.

●	 Roll the church truck in a circle to verify it rolls easily.

●	 Visually inspect the church truck  for readiness. See "Inspecting" on 
page 12.

3.1 Description
The church truck and cemetery church truck (called the church truck 
in this manual) are designed to display and transport a casket. The 
cemetery church truck can be used at a grave side.

Church trucks are constructed of round and rectangular aluminum 
tubing with a protective anodized finish. The X-frame undercarriage 
can be locked in four length positions to accommodate a wide range 
of casket sizes.

The church truck is for professional use only.

3 - ABOUT THE CHURCH TRUCK

 WARNING
Improper use of the church truck can cause injury. Use 
the church truck only for the purpose described in this 
manual.
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Model 87 Model 87-H  
Model 87- 

Cemetery Church 
Truck 

Model 88 Model 88-H

Length – Bumper to Bumper (A)

 Folded  6 in (159 mm) 6 in (159 mm) 7 in (165 mm) 6 in (159 mm) 6 in (159 mm)

 Position 1 19 in (502 mm) 19 in (502 mm) 19 in (489 mm) 16 in (406 mm) 16 in (406 mm)

 Position 2 30 in (768 mm) 30 in (768 mm) 30 in (749 mm) 24 in (600 mm) 24 in (600 mm)

 Position 3 50 in (1270 mm) 50 in (1270 mm) 50 in (1276 mm) 38 in (972 mm) 38 in (972 mm)

 Fully Extended 61 in (1549 mm) 61 in (1549 mm) 61 in (1556 mm) 47 in (1181 mm) 47 in (1181 mm)

Length Overall (B)* +1" (+25 mm) +1" (+25 mm) +2" (+51 mm) +1" (+25 mm) +1" (+25 mm)

Width

 Bumper to Bumper (C) 18 in (457 mm) 18 in (457 mm) 18 in (457 mm) 18 in (457 mm) 18 in (457 mm)

 Width Overall (D)* 22 in (559 mm) 22 in (559 mm) 23 in (584 mm) 22 in (559 mm) 22 in (559 mm)

 Handles Extended (E) -- 42 in (1054 mm) 42 in (1054 mm) -- 39 in (991 mm)

Height

 Folded 29 in (743 mm) 29 in (743 mm) 33 in (826 mm) 29 in (743 mm) 29 in (743 mm)

 Fully Extended 22 in (559 mm) 22 in (559 mm) 25 in (641 mm) 22 in (559 mm) 22 in (559 mm)

Wheel Size 6 in (152 mm) 6 in (152 mm) 8 in (203 mm) 6 in (152 mm) 6 in (152 mm)

Swivel-Wheel Locks 4 4 -- 4 4

Wheel Locks -- -- 2 -- --

Weight 36 lb (16 kg) 38 lb (17 kg) 59 lb (27 kg) 32 lb (14 kg) 34 lb (15 kg)

Load Limit 1000 lb (454 kg) 1000 lb (454 kg) 1000 lb (454 kg) 1000 lb (454 kg) 1000 lb (454 kg)

* Overall measurements are from wheel shank to wheel shank of all models except 87-Cemetery Church Truck, which is measured from 
the wheel plate to wheel plate.

Load Capacity
Inspect the church truck if the load 
capacity has been exceeded. See page 
12.

1000 lb 
454 kg

3.2 General Specifications
Specifications for the church trucks are shown in the table below. 
General specifications are rounded. Metric conversions are calculated 
before rounding the Imperial measurement.

Ferno reserves the right to change specifications without notice. For 
more information, contact Ferno Customer Relations or your Ferno 
distributor (page 2).

A

B

C

D

E
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3.3 Components: Models 87 and 87-H

Folding Carry Handle (4)
(Model 87 Only)

Bumper (8) Frame Lock (4)

Swivel Lock (4)

Transport Wheel (4) Undercarriage

Crossbar Handle

Bumper (8) Frame Lock (4)

Swivel Lock (4)

Transport Wheel (4) Undercarriage

Folding Carry Handle (4)
(Model 88 Only)

3.4 Components: Models 88 and 88-H

Folding Carry Handle (4) Bumper (8) Frame Lock (4)

Wheel Lock (4)
Transport Wheel (4) Undercarriage

3.5 Components: Model 87 Cemetery Church Truck
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4.1 Swivel Locks 
 (Models 87, 87-H, 88, 88-H)
The swivel locks prevent the wheels from swiveling but not from rolling. 

Swivel locks engage at 90° angles (Figure 1), but not between those 
angles.

To engage a swivel lock, turn the wheel to the desired position and 
engage the swivel lock (Figure 2).  Repeat with the other wheels.

To disengage the swivel lock, rotate the lock lever between the locking 
positions (Figure 2).

To prevent the church truck from rolling when it is stationary, position 
the wheels at right angles as shown in Figure 3 and engage all four 
swivel-lock levers.

4.2 Wheel Locks 
 (Model 87-Cemetery Church Truck)
The casters on two diagonal corners of the church truck are fitted with 
locks that prevent the wheels from rolling, but not from swiveling. When 
using the wheel locks:

●	 Engage both wheel locks.

●	 Keep the wheel locks engaged except when rolling the church 
truck.

●	 Stay with the church truck/casket and maintain control of the 
church truck at all times.

To engage a wheel lock, turn the wheel to the desired position and push 
the end of the lock down until it stops (Figure 4).

To disengage a wheel lock, push the opposite end of the lock down until 
it stops (Figure 4).

4 - FEATURES

 NOTICE
Keep the wheels locked except when rolling the church truck, 
and remain with the church truck/casket at all times. The 
wheel locks are not a substitute for operator control.

2 

4 

3 

1 
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4.5 Crossbar Handle (Models 87,  
 87-Cemetery Church Truck)
When a Model 87 or Model 87-Cemetery Church Truck is folded, the 
center crossbar functions as a handle for rolling and lifting the church 
truck (Figure 7). 

4.4 Folding Handles (Models 87-H, 88-H, 
 87-Cemetery Church Truck)
Models 87-H, 88-H, and the Model 87-Cemetery Church Truck are 
equipped with fold-out handles for use to roll and maneuver the church 
trucks. 

Raise the handle until it stops at the horizontal position. To fold a handle, 
push the handle down to the vertical position (Figure 6).

4.3 Frame Locks (All Models) 
The undercarriage locks into position at four pre-set lengths. Engage all 
four frame locks to secure the undercarriage in the selected position.

To adjust the undercarriage length, disengage all four locks by rotating 
the lock levers down (Figure 5). 

After adjusting the undercarriage length, rotate all four lock levers up to 
engage the locks (Figure 5).

5 

6 

7 

Center Crossbar
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5 - USING THE CHURCH TRUCK

5.1 Before Placing the Church Truck 
 in Service
●	 Personnel who will work with the church truck must read and 

understand this manual. Appropriate skills and training are also 
required. See "Operator Focus" on page 5.

●	 Confirm that the church truck operates properly. See "Inspecting" 
on page 12.

5.2 General Guidelines for Use
●	 It is the users’ responsibility to ensure safe practices.

●	 The church truck is for professional use only.

●	 Rolling the church truck with a casket on it requires a minimum of 
two or four trained operators. Ferno strongly recommends that at 
least four trained operators be used with heavy loads and with the 
Model 87-H Cemetery Church Truck.

●	 Work together and maintain control of the church truck  at all times.

●	 Use the church truck  as described in this manual.

●	 Use the church truck only when it operates properly.

●	 Roll the church truck  on smooth, unobstructed surfaces whenever 
possible. 

●	 Do not roll the church truck sideways. Roll the showroom truck 
only with both hands grasping the main frame.

5.3 Adjusting Church Truck Length  
 (All Models)
To adjust the church truck length:

1. Rotate all four frame locks down to the unlocked position. See 
"Frame Locks (All Models)" on page 9.  

2. Grasp both ends of the church truck and move them apart or 
together until the church truck is near the desired length (Figure 
8).  

3. Engage all four frame locks (lock levers to the raised position) and 
adjust the church truck length a little more until the lock pins seat 
in the lock-pin holes with a click.

4. After every adjustment, confirm that all four frame locks are 
engaged by trying to move the ends of the church truck apart 
and together. If the locks are engaged, the ends will not move.

 WARNING
Improper operation can cause injury. Operate the church 
truck only as described in this manual.

Helpers can cause injury or be injured. Maintain control 
of the church truck and direct all helpers.

 NOTICE
After adjusting the church truck length, always confirm all 
four frame locks are engaged.

8 

Load Capacity
Inspect the church truck if the load 
capacity has been exceeded. See page 
12.

1000 lb 
454 kg
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5.4 Placing a Casket on the  
 Church Truck (All Models)

1. Park the church truck on a level surface.

2. Adjust the church truck length to be as long as possible while 
keeping the ends of the church truck  beneath the casket (Figure 
11).  See "Adjusting Church Truck Length" on page 10.

3. Position and lock the wheels to help keep the church truck  from 
rolling. See "Swivel Locks" and "Wheel Locks" on page 8.

4. Center the casket on the church truck rubber bumpers as you set 
it in place to ensure proper balance (Figure 9).

5.5 Rolling a Church Truck 
 With a Casket On It

MODEL 87-CEMETERY CHURCH TRUCK
●	 Use a minimum of four operators to roll the church truck. 

●	 Use the church truck on slopes less than 15°. On slopes steeper 
than 15°, the church truck/casket combination can become top-
heavy and tip. Remain on level surfaces whenever possible.

●	 Stay with the church truck and maintain control of it at all times.

●	 Use the folding handles to roll the church truck by pushing it.

●	 To cross a low obstacle, grasp the handles and lift and pull the front 
wheels over the obstacle, then repeat with the trailing wheels.

MODELS 87, 87-H, 88, AND 88-H
●	 Use a minimum of two operators to roll the church truck. Ferno 

recommends using four operators when carrying a casket of 
standard size or larger.

●	 Stay with the church truck and maintain control of it at all times.

●	 Keep the church truck on level surfaces whenever possible.

●	 To maximize maneuverability and steering control, align the 
forward two wheels parallel with the long axis of the church truck 
and engage the swivel locks. Disengage the swivel locks on the 
trailing wheels. 

●	 If equipped, grasp and use the folding handles to roll the church 
truck by pushing. If there are no folding handles, operators position 
them-  selves in pairs on opposite sides of the church truck, grasp 
the casket handholds, and push forward to move the church truck.

●	 To cross a low obstacle, grasp the folding handles and lift and pull 
the front wheels over the obstacle, then repeat with the trailing 
wheels. If there are no folding handles, operators should seek a 
ramp or an alternative route with no obstacles.

 WARNING
Using the Model 87-Cemetery Church Truck/casket 
combination on a slope steeper than 15° can cause the 
church truck to tip, resulting in injury or damage. Use the 
church truck/casket on level surfaces whenever possible, 
and never on a slope steeper than 15°.

An unattended church truck/casket combination can 
move or be moved and cause injury or damage. Remain 
with the church truck/casket and maintain control of it at 
all times.

9 
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6.4 Tire Pressure  
 (Model 87-Cemetery Church Truck)
Check the air pressure in the church truck tires monthly. Keep the tires 
properly inflated at between 45-50 psi for safer and easier rolling and 
maneuvering. Do not exceed the manufacturer's maximum pressure 
rating shown on the tires.

6 - MAINTENANCE

6.1 Maintenance Schedule
The church truck requires regular maintenance. Set up and follow a 
maintenance schedule. The table at right represents minimum intervals 
for maintenance.

Keep maintenance records. For a sample record sheet, see page 19.

When using maintenance products, follow the manufacturers’ directions 
and read the manufacturers’ material safety data sheets.

 WARNING
Improper maintenance can cause injury. Maintain the 
church truck only as described in this manual.

Minimum 
Maintenance

Each Use 
or Daily

As 
Needed Monthly

Daily Operator Duties (page 5) •
Disinfecting (this page) •
Cleaning (this page) •
Inspecting (this page) • •
Lubricating (page 13) •

6.2 Service Life
Many factors affect a product's service life, including frequency of use 
(high-volume versus low-volume service); local environment (extreme 
temperature, high humidity, etc.); maintenance (adherence to the 
inspection and maintenance schedule); and other factors.

Follow the disinfecting, cleaning, and inspection procedures in this 
manual to ensure long life for the cot.  NOTICE

Disinfectants and cleaners containing phenolics or iodines 
can cause damage. Do not use products containing these 
chemicals. If bleach is used, rinse with plenty of clear water to 
remove bleach residue.

Using abrasive cleaning compounds or applicators on the 
church truck can cause damage. Do not use abrasive materials 
to clean the church truck.

Water under high pressure, or steam, can penetrate joints, 
flush away lubricant, and cause corrosion. Use caution when 
cleaning moving parts such as joints and hinges, and reapply 
lubricant if needed. See "Lubricating" on page 13.

6.3 Disinfecting and Cleaning
To disinfect: Wipe all surfaces with disinfectant. Follow the disinfectant 
manufacturer’s instructions for application method and contact time. 
Ferno recommends you inspect for damage as you disinfect.

To clean: 

1. Hand clean all surfaces of the church truck with warm water and 
a mild detergent.

2. Rinse with warm, clear water. Dry the church truck with a towel or 
allow it to air-dry.

6.5 Inspecting
Have your service’s equipment maintenance personnel inspect the 
church truck regularly. Follow the checklist at right and operate the 
church truck through all its functions as described in this manual.

If inspection shows damage or excessive wear, remove the church truck 
from service until repair is made. See "Parts and Service" on page 14.

Inspection Checklist
●	 Are all components present?

●	 Is the church truck free of excessive wear?

●	 Are all screws, nuts, bolts, rivets, and roll pins securely 
in place?

●	 Do all moving parts operate smoothly and properly?

●	 Do all four frame locks function properly? 

●	 Models 87, 87-H, 88, 88-H: Do all four swivel-wheel locks 
engage properly and stop the wheels from swiveling? 

●	 Model 87-Cemetery Church Truck. Do both wheel locks 
engage properly and stop the wheels from rolling?

●	 Model 87-Cemetery Church Truck. Are the tires properly 
inflated?

●	 Do the wheels have tread?

●	 Do the folding handles fold and unfold properly?
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6.6 Lubricating
Disinfect and clean the church truck before applying lubricant. Use 
the lubricants designated below to lubricate the church truck. Do not 
lubricate points marked with the “do not lubricate” symbol.

Use a small amount of lubricant (one or two drops). Lubricate identical 
points on each side of the church truck. After applying lubricant, wipe 
off any excess.

1. All Models: Lubricate between casting and rings. There are four 
castings each end of truck (16 total lubrication points).

2. Lubricate washers at both sides of every outer tube: 

Models 87, 87-H, 87-Cemetery Church Truck: (20 per side)

Models 88, 88-H: (14 per side)

3. Model 87-Cemetery Church Truck: Use grease gun to lubricate 
Zerk-style grease fitting  on each caster. Wipe away excess grease 
(4 total lubrication points).

LUBRICATION POINTS
1. Rings  E-Z-1 or SAE 30-weight oil (1-2 drops)
2. Washers  E-Z-1 or SAE 30-weight oil (1-2 drops)
3. Grease Fitting (Zerk) Multi-purpose automotive grease

LUBRICATION-FREE ITEMS
 Frame Lock (all models) Do not lubricate
 Swivel-Wheel Lock (87, 87-H, 88, 88-H) Do not lubricate
 Wheel Lock (87-Cemetery Church Truck) Do not lubricate

 NOTICE
Lubricating parts that should not be lubricated allows dirt 
and foreign particles to collect on those parts, resulting in 
damage. Lubricate only the numbered reference points 
shown.

2

1

3
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No. Part Description Qty
1 090-5943 Bumper Kit with Hardware 1
  - Rubber bumper (4) 
  - Non-Marking Rubber Tip (8)
2 090-5942 Plastic Cap Kit 1
  - Round (4)
  - Rectangle (4) 
3 090-5944 Frame Lock, Position-Lever Assembly  1
4 090-5947 Black Handle Grip 1
5 090-5941 Wheel with Caster Assembly (87, 87-H, 88, 88-H) 1
6 090-5945 Swivel Lock, Lever Assembly (87, 87-H, 88, 88-H) 1
7 090-5952 Cemetery Church Truck Wheel With Lock 1
8 090-5951 Cemetery Church Truck Wheel No Lock 1
9 090-5946 87/88 Hardware, Metric and Imperial (n/s) 1

7 - PARTS AND SERVICE

7.2 Parts List
Both metric and Imperial style fasteners are provided in the kits. If 
your serial number is 09N111746 or greater, use the supplied metric 
fasteners. If your serial number is less than 09N111746, use the supplied 
Imperial  fasteners.

 WARNING
Improper parts and service can cause injury. Use only 
Ferno-approved parts and service on the church truck.

Modifying the church truck can cause injury and damage. 
Use the church truck only for its intended use.

7.1 Ferno Parts and Service
For parts or professional repair, contact your Ferno distributor, Ferno 
Customer Relations, or visit our website for a list of Authorized Service 
providers.

Ferno-Washington, Inc., 70 Weil Way 
Wilmington, Ohio 45177-9371, U.S.A.

Information www.ferno.com
Authorized Service ferno.com/service-and-support

U.S., Canada 1.877.733.0911
International Country Code +1.937.382.1451
Fax 1.888.388.1349
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7.3 Parts Diagrams

MODELS 87 AND 87-H

1 2 3 4

56

MODELS 88 AND 88-H

1 2 3 4

56

MODEL 87-CEMETERY CHURCH TRUCK

1 2 3 4

8

7
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DRAPES
Drapes provide a curtain around the church truck to conceal it.

●	 Model 87-D Drape is for Model 87 Church Trucks

●	 Model 88-D Drape is for Model 88 Church Trucks

Drapes are not compatible with models 87-H, 88-H or 87-Cemetery 
Church Trucks. 

COVERS
Ferno church truck covers allow you to protect your church truck from 
dust and scratches while in storage. The Model 401 is designed for use 
on church trucks without drapes. The Model 402 is designed for use on 
church trucks with drapes.

8 - ACCESSORIES
Ferno offers a full line of accessories approved for use with the church 
truck. Follow all instructions in accessory users’ manuals. Keep the 
instructions with this manual.

When using accessories, be aware of any special considerations such as 
doorway heights and widths, or other factors which may be affected by 
the addition of the accessory/accessories to the church truck.

Contact Ferno Customer Relations (page 2) or your Ferno distributor for 
product information.

 WARNING
Attaching improper items to the church truck can cause 
injury. Use only Ferno-approved items on the church 
truck.
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NOTES
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Date Printed Name Signature

Training Method
Trainer 
InitialsRead 

Manual
Video/
Online Hands-On

TRAINING RECORD
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Date Maintenance Performed By

MAINTENANCE RECORD



Aviation

Military

Mortuary

EMS

Rescue
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